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N OU may 7 remember, That I had ſome Diſcourſe with 3 


you, when I was in Scotland; About Libraries for the 
| Highlands, at which time alſo I ſhewed you a Schem, 
About ordering the Libraries. Since that time, I have 
—— not been unmindful, of what then I only in general 
hinted at. My Bodily diſtempers, together with the ſmall hopes 
I had, ofany great ſucceſs, hindred me from ſetting on foot this de- 
ſign; which now at laſt I haveventuredupon. The great examples 
of Charity, which this Kingdom affords, particularly in what con- 
cerns Libraries for the Plantations, have animated and diſpoſed me, 
to fell ro work, and to try what may be done for thoſe in our Native 
Country, who need ſuch helps and W as much as any. 
T need not fay much about the Reaſons jor this Undertaking. The 
Printed Paper which I ſend you, will ſhew how great and important 
they are, and it is likely, your own knowledge and obſervation, will 
furniſh you with others.. WT. .- 
I Tthoughehtto mention rhe kinds of Books which we intend to 
| purchaſe; That they who give Books, and not Money may know 
what ſort of Treatiſes we aim at, and may not put us off with traſh. #3 
As for Popiſh Books, and perhaps ſome others likewayes, tho they 
be not ſit for the weaker ſort of People; yet for the Library of a 
Divine they are convenient and neceſſary, that ſo they may be the 
more able to deal with the Adverſary. I ſuppoſe no body of any diſ- 
eretion or Learning will queſtion this. — = 
At che end of the Printed Paper, you find mention made of the 
Schem I higtedar 3; I thought it neceſſary, ere I make it publick to 
(end it to you, 10 peruſe it, and ſhew it tothe Aſſembly. or Con- 
miſſion of the Kirk, chat ſuch Additions or Alterations, may be made 
as {ha} be judged nec eſſary, that ſo they who intend to aſſiſt us, in this 
Work, may be aſſured, care * be taken, by thoſe who are in the 
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I bo ſome of the Rules, which are propoſed to be obſerved, in 
& ordering the Libraries, may at firſt Reading, ſeem hard, yet upon 
due conſideration, it will be found very neceſſary, 


: to uſe a great 


deal of ſtrictneſs, and exactneſs in this Affair. They who know 


the World, but a little, and have ſeen the fate of ſome Libraries, 
vill Reckon the outmoſt precaution, We can uſe lit 
vent what dtheruiayrs, Will be unavoidable. It 


le enough to pre- 
S a work of no 
vantage, nor is it leſs difficult to preſerve and ſecure them for poſteri- 
e %’'m ßir 
It would be of ſome advantage to this deſign, if you and ſome 
others of the Miniſtry, would write to ſome Miniſters of the Pres- 
byterian way, at London to move them to concurr in this Affair: 
And if to all this were added ſome endeavours in Scoi land, to pros 
cure ſome Books, or Money to buy them, we might then hope to 


mall difficulty, to pùrchaſeia parcel of good Books; for publick ad- 


get Libraries erected in each Presbytry-Seat of the Highlands, and 
perhaps for Orkney and Tetland, whole need of Books is like wayes 


apparent. 


I know your ſence of theſe things, and Yoar Zeal to promote ſo: 
lid Piery, and uſeful Learning, will prompt you to do your outmoſt 


in this undertaking: And no doubt, they who are inſpired with 


true Principles of Charity, and are concerned for the intereſt of com: 


mon Chriſtianity will with all chearfulneſs, accept of this or any otlier 


tee 3 
For my own part, Jam willing to doe what Tean, in this deſign 


- which I know to be very neceſſary. And it after all, the ſucceſs do 
not anſwer my wiſhes, I willſit down ſatisfied, with my havirig 


done the beſt I could, which I know my good GOD will accept of. 
Jam not inſenſible of the oppoſition and diſcouragement which 


this or any other pious and uſeful Deſign is ſure to meet witll. Sa- 
tan will not be wanting to doe what he can to hinder what tends to 
the weakening his Intereſt in the World, of this I have ſeen too man 
inſtances to be daunted thereby . Ifthe Love of GOD prevail in us, 
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- goe on in the ſtrength of the LORD, who will not fail us, nor for- 


"> 


it will make us deſpiſe all ſuch Rubbs and Difcouragements, and to 


fake us. He often by weak means and defpicab.e Inſtruments 


brings mighty things to paſs: 


will think themſelves oblidged heartily and zealouſly toconcurr, with 
all thoſe who takeany Rational and feaſible courſe to propagate Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge, and to hinder the reſtleſs and Wicked Endea- 


vours, of thoſe who labour ro corruprit not to root out our Holy Re. 


BR DPI 7 fioc rg 3 E 
9 — 5 you have heard what excellent Deſigns are formed both 

by the Corporation, and by the Society for propagating Chriſtian 

Knowledge. They are ſettleing a Correſpondence with ſome Learned 


_ 2-They who know the low eſtate of Religion in the World, and 
how faſt Popery and Deiſm, yea and Atheiſm, prevail every where, 


and Pious Divines, of Forreign Churches and have ſent them a 


great many Treatiſes, ſome of which have been- tranſlated into 


her Languages, for the benefite of theſe who underſtand not 
oghſh. 8 os TM 
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And whereas the Plantations have been generally neglected, there 


is now great care taken, to have Miniſters ſent amongſt them and 


Schools Erected, and good Books provided for them. 


I end you the Printed Paper, together with the Project, about 


ordering the Libraries, that you may have time to prepare -mat- 
ters relating to this deſigne before the Aſſembly meets, that what is 


— 


| neceffary to be done, may be diſpatched with greater conveniencie, 


amidſt the croud of other buſineſs. | 
It is fit to let me know, as ſoon as you can, what the Aſſembly 
reſolves, and agrees to, in this matter, that ſo they that wiſh well to 


this Undertakeing, may be encouraged to goe on with chearfulneſs, 


when they ſee that their labour and charge will not be loſt. 


„e! 1 J . — 1 . : . & | — 
As to what is ſaid, in the Printed Paper about the poverty of our. 


Nation, which is given as the reaſon, why we trouble Strangers 
wich this affair. I hope none of my Countrie men will take offence 


at it: The Truth of this is too much felt at home, and too well 


known abroad, to be denyed. It were well if ſuch ſufferings did 
3 ET | ' awaken 


„ 
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T 22 ; , | ( 8 5 | 6 a N 2 * 
* awaken thoſe who are aſleep in their Sin, and eure ſuch as are apt to 
be ſo fond and proud of periſhing things. But if any are ſo vain and 
fooliſh as too Cenſure this Paragraph, Their beſt way of confutati. 
on, is to take an effectual and ſpeedy courſe, to provide a competent 
number of Libraries, for ſuch parts of our native Countrie, as need 
them moſt. There is none amongſt us here, but will be glad, ta 
ſee this work Undertaken and finiſhed by theſe in Scotland whoſe 
concern and intereſt itis cherfly to have it done. VV 
May our good God direct and proſper, all thoſe who ſincerly ſet them. 
ſelves, to do the beſt they can, for his Glory and the real happineſs, and 
welfare of men. In which Prayer Iknow you will readily joyne with 


Tour affect ionat Brother. 


An dccbant of a Deſign about erecting ſome Libraries in 
dhe Highlands of Scotland, for the uſe chiefly of Mini- 


4 ters and Probationers. 


HE Reaſons for ſetting on foot this Delis, 5; 
I. The great ſcarcity of Books amongſt the Miniſters in 
thoſe Parts, ſome of them hardly having ſo many as are 
Worth twenty ſhillings. 5 . 
II. The ſmall Proviſion many of them have in the Highlands 
(tho in other parts of the Kingdom, Miniſters are for the moſt part, 
much better provided for) ſo that very few of them can ſpare any i” 
thing out of their poor livings towards the purchaſing of Books. 1 
— III. The great induſtry of the Romiſh Miſſionaries amongſt them iſ 
makes it neceſſary for them to be tolerablyprovided with ſuchBooks,, WM 
2s may enable them ro encounter their Adverſaries. 
IV. The groſs ignorance of the People in thoſe parts, together 
with ſome late endeavours to reduce the Inhabitants of the Ule of 
Hirta into a Rate of Heatheniſm, make it very neceflary that they 
be provided with ſuch Treatiſes as prove the Truth of the Chriſtian 


. V. The excellent Parts and Capacities of the Miniſters generally f 


(hrpughone the Highlands; as they invite generous and charitable 


erſons to afford them what aſſiſtance they can, in this kind ſo 
they give good ground to expect much fruit from ſuch a Charity. 
IT As fuch Libraries will be of extraordinary Advantage 
to the Minifters, ſo they will be greatly uſeful to ſuch 
young men as intend for the Sacred Office, who cannot acquire 

| Any toterable Meaſure of neceſſary and uſeful knowledge, unleſs 
| they are furniſt'd with a ſufficient number of good Books. 
VII. To all which may be added their great diſtance fro mall 
ſuch: places, where they might either buy or borrow-ſuch-Books as 


” 


| arc: uſeful for them. 
_ To: Anſwer in part the abovermention'd Deſign, it is intended, 
to have one Library in each County of the Highlands; except where 
thers are but few Pariſhes, in which -caſe, one Library is at firſt: 
to ſerve two or three Counties: Their Number may be afterwards 
| increaſed. as Encouragement Th : Be 
The Money or Books which {hall be given, may be put into the 
hands vf Mr. Taylor a Book-ſcller at the Ship, or of Mr. Robinſon at 
the Golden Lion in St. Paul's Church-yard, who will give the ge- 
nefactors a note of what Money or Books ſhall be intruſted to them. 
If it he asked, Why we trouble ſtrangers with this affair, and do 
not tranſact it altogether among aur own Country-men? The An- 
ſwer in ſhort is this; The Nation's poverty, (occaſioned chiefly by 
= their great loſſes at Sea, the decay of Trade, the great Dearth of 
Corn, and the Death of Cattle for ſome Years together, to ſay nothing” 
of ſeveral other things which might be named); renders the People: 
| generally unable to do much by way of Charity; nevertheleſs _ 
are net wanting thoſe amongſt them, who amidſt their ſtraights and 
Wants, are foreward to promote this or any other good: Deſign, even 
Beyond their Power. e - 
$ As for thoſe good People in both Kingdoms, who ſometime ago, 
did freely and largely contribute towards the Printing of Bibles in 
Iriſs; for the uſe of the poorer ſort of Highlanders, (the ſucceſs of 
uch Charitable Work, thro” God's Bleſſing, hath been very great. 
| IM even 
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or Students living within ſuchBounds, as Thall be TO” 89 882 
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5 even 8 our hopes) i it is not bee but they will ; ive al we | 
couragement to this undertaking, either by beſtowing fuch 
Books as they can ſpare, or by giving Money. to buy: them. of 1 0 
altho' we know that the Humble and Devout followers of our. great 
Maſter Jeſus, deſire not to be ſeen of Men, nor to have their 17915 
publiſhed to the World; yet as a Motive to others, and in Ae 

mony of Gratitude towards thoſe who encourage this good Deli 
purpoſe to ſet down in each Book, and in, the Catal Wei l ach 
Library, the Names of FR BenefaQtors: 7 : 
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R ules about 3 ſome Liberaries intended | 
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Are! is to be talen, the Books be depoſited in ch Fueeh üs as 
may beſt ſuit the exigences of the Country, eſpecially at 
1 as Iy in the center _ the bounds, Which ars to 
| upplye 

2. Thar they be intruſted to the care of the” Miniſter FEET School. 
"maſter of the place, unleſs there be two Miniſters 9 chere, 
in which caſe they may have the charge of the Books, | 

23. That che Books be kept under Lock and Key in goot Aa 
7 85 ſtrong preſſes, to be placed in a pure and dry Air free Rent Hemenelz 
4. That each preſs have two Locks and two Keys, whereof one 
Key is to be in the hands of the Miniſter, and the other of the School- 
maſter, unleſs there be two Miniſters ſerving at the place, and then 
each of them may have a Key. — — 

5. Some Books being of ſo general Uſe, that to lend them abtoad, 
were the ready way to fruſtrare the Deſign. Therefore it ay be 
; ſpecified by an Act of the Synod or Presbytry of the bounds; What 

Books in their Liſt, ſhall not be lent abroad. 
6. Thatno Books be lent to any, but Preachers or School: maſters, 


Agebpun, Te: or Allembly.. 
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„„ That be who borrows any Bock, Conlign« fob part more 
al thereat Value of it; therel 24 to Prevent the turning che Labra- 


ries, into Book. ſellers Shops _ 
8. 'Belides, the Borrower. of any F reatiſe aße went his name 
11 of the Library to be provided for that purpoſe, together 
19 = 86 6 wa? in which he is to reſtore it, upon pain ot forfeiting te 
g 1 a a: e , 6 OTE the erm 
of t 


deal lg, | 
at they, wig live ; at; p oF 20 Miles- diſtane, be obs 
Fd reftore the Book 1155 kr ink a Fourtnight, if an 8. 
Within three weeks, if a 470. within a Month or 6 Weeks, if a Fo- 
Ho. They who live a great way further, may be allowed a week or 
ſourtnight more, but a long time ought not 10 he granted, that ſo- 
| 9 who nerd rhe help of duch Books, N have the benefit of 


10. When it happens thar the Money which was configned 2 
forfeited, care ſhould be taken, that it be not beſtowed without the. 
Advice of the Sy nod or presbytry of the bounds, or of a Committee 
appointed for ſuch occaſions. 


xx. That each Presbytry and nod | Have; 4 Cu of the | 
Books: ropriated to 5 ry and. 5p 5 oe 


12. That beſides the abovementioned Catalogue, there be like. 
ways a Lift of the Books in each Library, fairly wriren upon a 
large ſheet of Paper or Parchment, and placed conveniently in the 
Apartment where the Presbytry.ar Synod of the bounds does meet; 
Mat both Miniſters and Probationers, may the more readily 
forth what Books there are to be borrowed. when. they have occaſion 


| 
5 
| 
— 


That the Presbytry once every half Year, viſit the Library 
dr L. braries of their bounds; and that they make report to the Synod““ 
of their Diligence, and in what condition they found the Books q. 
14. That the Synod Iike ways once in two or three Years, fend 2 
| forme of their Number to inſpett the publick Library or Libraries 
in their bounds, and to char in what cale they an; and how _ 
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19. That in caſe of the removeal of the perſons who have this 
Truſt, they be obliged to make good what Books are wanting, or 
= ſpoilt and abuſed, or in caſe of their deceaſe, their Heirs do it. 
220. That they who have the charge of the Books, may know 
What Money to require to be Configned by thoſe who borrow any of 
them, it will be convenient either for the Synod of the bounds, or 
ſome other Eecleſiaſtical Judicature, by ſome of their Number beſt 
killed in Books, to aſſign the prices of each Book in their publick 
= Library as they may be bought in Scotland, withal reckpning for 
we charge of Tranſporting them. The prices of the Books may be 
ea f Tm 41 


| i 1 
221. If it happen that any one, or both the perſons who have the 
charge of the Books, have occaſion to go a great way from home. 
It will be neceſſary the Keyes be left behind them, in the hands of 
= perſons of Integrity and Diſcretion, who may either lend out or re- 
BW * the Books, always obſerving the Conditions abovemen-: 


22. If the Miniſter or School-maſters place become Void by Re- 
moveal, Death, or other ways; The Presbytry of the bounds, ſhall 
nominate others in their ſtead, ſor the charge and truſt of the Books. 
23. That upon the delivering of the Books at firſt to thoſe, who 
hall be intruſted with the keeping of them, the condition of every 


, ab * MY OY WLY * , . nf IE 
1 Je 5 FR 4 oO IT YES * n 5 S $A 14 51 "v4, 

r 1 „„ * 2 a SY n ” ns 

r e BR 2 e : 2 

. * 9 » > r 8 * q £ * 

3 «4 22 E > N 1 e 

. * * 3 * + +7 by 


Bock be, as to Binding and otherways, expreſſed in writing, by the 
inſpection of two or more, who ſhall be Deputed by the Preaby oy 3 
or Synod of the bounds for that effect. Ry a 
224. That for the greater ſecurity, the Liſt of the Books be inſert 
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in the Regiſter of the Presbytry and Synod of the bounds. 

25. That no Gentleman who is not a Benefactor to the Library, 

have the priviledge of borrowing any Books. 850 | 

26. No Book ſhall be lent, unleſs the perſon who comes for it 
bring with him conveniencies to carry it without damnage. 

27. No perſon at one time, ſhall have more then two Books. 

28. If any do neglect to return any Book by the time limited, the 
Librarian ſhall take care to ſend him notice, the charge of which 
meſſage he ſhall pay, beſides the forfeiture. BO rr. i 
29. That it be marked on each Book, to what Library and 
County it belongs. N NM "I 4 


 _  Conrteons Reader, | J 


ADVERTISEMENT. | 


HE Author of this Letter, is a Perſon who hath 4 great Leal for I 4 
J propagating the Kyowledge of GOD, in the Highlands of Scot - i 


land, and is the ſame who did promote Contributions for the Printing of 


Bibles in the Iriſh Language, and ſent ſo many of them down to Scotland . J 
my N 1 no news he more earneſtly deſires to know, than what the G. 3 
ih when ever it meeteth, for promoving the Intereſts of the Goſpelin © 
the Highlands R 
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